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Aarhus Convention TYPE OF MEETING: o1
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Aarhus Clearinghouse

PRTR Global Portal
Global round table on PRTRs

Meetings and Events 7 - 8 November 2018

Publications Salle VI, Palais des Mations Geneva, Switzerland

Videos

Practical Information The third Global Round Table on PRTRs was held on 7 - 8 November 2018 in Geneva (Palais des

Mations), back to back with the sixth meeting of the Working Group of the Parties to the Protocol on

PRTRs (9 November 2018). The event was organised under the auspices of UNECE and OECD, in

Photo Gallery cooperation with UNITAR and UNEP. The round table took stock of successes and challenges in
implementing the Protocol on PRTRs and establishing PRTR systems in different countries to date. The

Contacts

outcomes of the event will help to guide future activities towards implementation of new PRTRs and
enhancement of existing PRTRs.

Documents

The provisional programme for the third Global Round Table on PRTRs can be found below. Other
documents for the meeting, statements made during the meeting, and the meeting report will be
uploaded on this webpage as they become available.
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PRTR Global map
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Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of the materiol on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whotsoever on the part of the Secretariot of the United Nations concerning the legol status of any country, territory,
city or area or of its authorities, or ing the deli ion of its frontiers or ies. Colors used ore illustrative.”
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About PRTR

APRTR s an environmental database or inventory of potentially hazardous chemical substances and/or pollutants released to air, water and soil and transferred off-site for
treatment or disposal. According to the OECD Council Recommendation [C(96)41/FINAL], as amended by [C(2003)87], the core elements of a PRTR system are:

1. Alisting of chemicals, groups of chemicals and other relevant pollutants that are released to the environment or transferred off-site;
2. Integrated multi-media reporting of releases and transfers (to air, water and land);

3. Reporting by source, covering peint sources and non-point sources, where appropriate;

4. Periodic reporting (preferably annually);

5. Making data available to the public.

Some PRTRs also include estimates of releases from diffuse sources, such as agriculture and transport and from the end use of products. These data are compiled by
environmental autharities. PRTR data may be presented geographically, either in a fixed form or interactively on Internet. PRTR data may be presented by industry sectors,
by facility, by a chemical substance or groups of substances. Additional information is often provided to help better understand the PRTR data. National PRTRs may vary in
terms of the hazardous chemicals and pollutants included, industry or business categories that must report and the types of releases. PRTR data are made available to the
publicin published documents, annual reports, on the Internet or other media.

APRTR can be an important tool in the total environmental policy of a government encouraging reperters to reduce pollution and engendering broad public support for
government environmental policies. Indeed, governments may wish to set forth long-term national environmental goals linked e.g. to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda
and its sustainable development goals and then use PRTR as a tool to examine objectively how well these goals are being met.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF A PRTR?
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BETTER POLICIES FOR BETTER LIVES

OECD Home Countries Topics +

QECD Home Chemical safetv and biosafety - Pollutant release and transfer reqister

Pollutant release and transfer register

3 Testing of chemicals Find Focus

Google Custom search (Je¥

» Assessment of chemicals
» Publications

» Risk management of » Dalabases

chemicals

» Chemical accident prevention,
preparedness and response

» Recommendalion on Establishing and

Implementing PRTR

» Harmonising PRTR across countries

The OECD Recommendation of the Council
on Establishing and Implementing Pollutant
Release and Transfer Registers (PRTRs)
calls for member countries to establish and
implement PRTRs. To support this effort,
OECD develops practical tools and guidance
on how to implement them.

» Centre for PRTR Data

» Read more

¥ Safety of manufactured
nanomaterials

¥ Agricultural pesticides and
biocides

being released, where, how much and by whom.
» Biosafety - BioTrack

A Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR} Is a publicly accessible database or inventory of chemicals or pollutants
released fo air, water and soil and fransferred off-site for freatment. It brings together information about which chemicals are

OECD has played a key role in developing the concept of a PRIR and supported the development and implementation of a

PRTR in member countries.

Infroduction to PRTRs

A Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR) is a
key tool for govermmenis to provide the public with

dataregarding the amount of chemicals and
pollutants released fo air, water and soil and fransfered off-
site for freatment or disposal.

OECD Activities on PRTRs

the development of PRTRs, OECD has been

supporting the development & implementation of
PRIR by developing technical guidelines & disseminating
information.

@ Since 1996 when the OECD started to encourage
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Click on a country in green for more information.

What is a Pollutant Release and Transfer Register?

Do you know what is happening in your

PRTR:Learn

Video trainings on Pollutant Release
and Transfer Registers

neighbourhood?
Do nearby industrial facilities release toxic

chemicals?
P Start watching
m What kinds of toxic chemicals are they releasing?
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NORWEGILAM GO TO NORWEGIAM ENVIRONMENT AGENCY | ABOUT THE NORWEGIAN PRTR

NORWEGIAN
THE NORWEGIAN PRTR n ENVIRONMENT ]

AGENCY |CL Search for a facility

Releases to air and water as well as transfers of waste from different sectors, both aggregated and at Tacility
level.

Total emissions to air in Norway

Wastewater treatment
plants

Statistics Norway and the Norwegian Environment Agency calculate the total annual national
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